Wilderness 


I am a US. citizen travelling 
through Canada. In reading some 
brochures and some splurges printed 
on highway maps, I could not help 
being struck with a certain contradic- 
tion in the Canadian attitude. On the 
one hand, the brochures enthuse 
over the glories of untouched wilder- 
ness: “Trees are everywhere, 
hundreds of lakes and streams re- 
main unmapped . . . treasure the 
lonely grandeur of the big country, 
where nature is undisturbed.” “For 
more excitement, charter an aircraft 
into the forested wilderness beyond 
the end of the roads.” On the other 
hand, many Canadians seem to be 
anxious for economic exploitation of 
their wilderness. Some brochures 
brag about “blooming population”, 
industrial “expansion” and the exten- 
sion of the roads further into the 
wilderness. You ought to realize that 
you can’t have your cake and eat it 
too. Preserving a few islands of wil- 
derness in the form of parks isn’t 
enough as is shown by the example 
of the western U.S. There is still 
some wilderness left there, but the 
number of people who want to use 
that wilderness grows by leaps and 
bounds while the wilderness itself 
shrinks. 


It gets harder and harder to es- 
cape the crowds, even when one trav- 
els several miles on foot into a desig- 
nated “primitive area,” and it ap- 
pears that if any wilderness is to be 
preserved at all, permits will even- 
tually have to be required for travel 
into wilderness areas. 

Try fishing in the U.S. You'll be 
lucky if you catch anything. In order 
to have the kind of opportunities 
that Canada still offers, it is neces- 
sary to have really enormous areas of 
untamed forest and a reasonably 
small national population. 

If I were a Canadian, I would 
favor laws designed to discourage the 
growth of population and the exten- 
sion of the road system. Look at it 
this way. The more people there are 
the less land and natural resources 
there are for each person. What 
many people in the U.S are begin- 
ning to realize — now that it’s too 
late — is that the growth of popula- 
tion and industry is good for busi- 
nessmen because it helps them get 
rich, amd good for government bu- 
reaucrats because it provides im- 
pressive statistics to swell their egos, 
but it isn’t good for the average 
person. The trouble is that some 
Canadians don’t seem to know when 
they’re well off! 
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